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Introduction

The following are possible titles for presentations that students could deliver (up to a maximum of 2
minutes within a total assessment time of 4-5 minutes) before responding to related questions. Naturally,
there is considerable potential for students to propose different presentations that coincide with their
individual interests.

It is expected that students become familiar with preparing for and delivering presentations. Teachers
may help prepare their students to undertake this test type in general terms but must refrain from
feeding back on any rehearsed presentations specifically intended for a final assessment.

Many of the titles below are quite open ended to ensure access to a range of candidates. Different
students will handle the presentations in different ways. It is anticipated that, whereas some candidates
will provide limited information and description possibly with a simple opinion, others will expand on
these and infroduce more extended language with a variety of more complex vocabulary and
language structures, tfime references etc.

It is important that follow-up questions are targeted at individual students to enable them to maximise
their performance and, where appropriate, offer opportunities for stretch and challenge.
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Suggested fopics for the Speaking exam

Mediaq, travel and culture

* An example of a useful website

* An example of a city of culture

* My favourite book/film/television programme/etc

* The ... Youth Orchestra/Youth Theatre/etc

* Why mobile phones are important

* An example of a great actor/artist/musician/etc

* Go to the cinema or watch a DVD?2

* The (Glastonbury) Festival

* Exchange visits — an excellent opportunity

* Welcome to ... (presentation of resort/hotel/youth activity /Holiday Company)
* A holiday on the beach orin the snow?

* My best/worst holiday

* Be green - holiday at home!

e Car or public transport?

* A typical day in the life of a holiday representative/flight attendant/tourist information officer

* The advantages of ‘InterRail’

Sport, leisure and work

* The best/worst match that | have played in/seen
* Why sport is important

* My local sports centre/gym

* An example of a skilled sportsperson

* My nomination for ‘Sports personality of the year’
* Looking forward to the 2012 Olympics

* Why | enjoy Wimbledon/le Tour de France/etc
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* My favourite hobby

* Work experience is/is not useful for young people
* Using languages at work

* My part time job

* My ideal/worst job

* My career plans

* ... (presentation of a product/service/company)
* A typical day fora.......

e ... anditslocal economy
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Possible Questions — General Conversation

The following questions are indicative of the sort of questions that you may ask your students when
undertaking formal speaking tests. These are not prescriptive and you may use or adapt these
questions and, of course, use questions of your own appropriate to the individual context and/or
picture based discussions.

Theme: Media, travel and culture
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(Possible questions for those seeking grades C-A*)
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Theme: Sport, leisure and work
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(Possible questions for those seeking grades C-A*)
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Students must undertake two tasks in this unit:

1. A picture-based discussion or presentation (with following questions) related to a chosen
theme

2. A general conversation related to a chosen theme

Picture-based discussions

The following provide an indication of the sort of photographs or images that students may wish to use
when undertaking a picture-based discussion.
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Sport, leisure and work

Picture of a person in their workplace
(to be supplied by candidate)
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(Possible questions for those seeking grades C-A¥)
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Picture of the student’s
favourite football team
(to be supplied by candidate)
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(Possible questions for those seeking grades C-A*)
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Media, travel and culture
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(Possible questions for those seeking grades C-A¥)
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1 - What is the room you see in the picture?

2 — Name some of the contents of the room?
3 - Describe the room you sleep in2

4 — Who do you share your bedroom with?

5 —What are the things you would like to
have in your bedroom?

6 - What are the things you do not like in your
bedroom?

7 - Do you live in a house or apartment?

8 - How many rooms are there in your house?
9 — Name the other rooms?

10 - Do you like the picture hung on the wall?
And why?

11 - What is your favourite coloure And why?

12 — How would like your dream house to be?
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1 — Describe the place you see in this
photo.
2 - What are the children doing in the
picture?
3 - Do you go to the parke And why?
4 - Who do you go there withe

5 - What do the children play with?
6 - Do you have a kite2 What colour?
7 - Do you consider this activity a type of
sport?
(Yes: What is your favorite sport?

No: Why?)
8 — In which season of the year is this
picture2 How do you know?
9 - What must we do in order to maintain
the park clean and conftribute to the
protection of the environment?

10 - What are the necessary precautions to

ensure the safety of children in the park?
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1 - What do you see in the picture?

2 - What are the benefits of computer use?

3 - What are the disadvantages of the
computer?

4 - Do you think that electronic games are
usefule In what respect?

5 - Explain this statement (use of the Internet is a
waste of fime)

6 — Suggest 3 ways to make the internet safe to
use for children.

7 - Number 3 reasons indicating that the Internet
has become essential to our modern lives.

€ 5y pall 5 alis 13l 1

§ gl 1 a Lo 2

¢ bl Jlae o Lo 3

ST o @ sie 10 2SOV OWYI T iz o
¢ ol

e g2 2351 Jlextol ) B gl ods b _5
| (3

5N VY Jleszal Jaod by 3 - 231 6
el T

b 252N ol e s Sl Bus 7
el Blad (659,80



Compiled by Interlingo.co.uk

1. What do you see in the picture?

2. Have you visited this place?

Have you visited a similar place? Where?

3. Do you prefer to visit places of
archaeological sites or modern?e

4. Describe the weather as it seems to you in
the picture?

5. What activities you can do in a place like
this place?

6. What do you think the importance of
preserving historic places?

7. As a tourist, what is your role in preserving
historic buildings?

8. What is the place you dream of visiting?2
And why?

9. Number 3 of the benefits to travel and
tourisme
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Assessment Criteria
The following grids are common to all task types undertaken in this unit.

Content and response m

e ‘ery confident and fluent. 13-15
® Frequently takes initiative and develops elahorate responses.
® No difficulty in explaining wide range of ideas and points of view.

® Very little or no hesitation.

® Speaks confidently. 10-12
® Takes initiative and develops more elaborate responses.
® Fxpresses and explains ideas and points of view without undue difficulty.

® |jttle hesitation and little or no prompting necessary.

® Able to participate in familiar, straightforward discussions and conversations, but 7-9
experiences problems with more complex question forms.

® Conveys opinions, but rarely expands.

® Some hesitation, but able to deal with some unpredictable elements.

® Ahle to convey some simple information and opinions without ambiguity, but responses 4-6
very limited.

® Very hesitant and reliant on teacher-examiner prompting.

® Conveys very little relevant information in minimal responses (mainly one-word replies) 1-3
® Very limited comprehension of hasic questions.

® Wholly reliant on teacher-examiner prompting.

® No rewardable content. 0
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Range of language Accuracy
® Uses wide range of appropriate 5 ¢ ‘Very accurate, with only isolated 5
vocabulary and structures, including and usually insignificant errors.

some complex lexical items. . .
P ¢ Consistently good pronunciation and

® Consistently competent use of intonation.
different tenses.

® Good variety of appropriate 4 ¢ Some errors, especially in more 4
vocahulary and structures. complex structures, but generally
accurate.

¢ Unamhiguous use of different verb
tenses. ¢ Pronunciation and intonation

¢ Generally at ease with generally good.

subordination.

¢ Adequate but predictable range of 3 ¢ A fair number of errors made, 3
vocahulary and structures. including some basic, but

. . communication overall unaffected.
¢ May include different tenses or

time frames, perhaps with some ¢ Pronunciation and intonation
ambiguity. generally accurate.

® Some examples of subordination.

e Limited and/or repetitive range of 2 e Many hasic errors, but main points 2
vocabhulary or structures. communicated.
® Predominantly uses short sentences. ¢ Simple ‘pre-learnt’ stereotypes
correct.

® Pronunciation generally
understandable.

® Very limited range of basic 1 ¢ Consistently inaccurate language 1
structures. and pronunciation frequently

® Frequently resorts to non-target impede basic communication.

language. ® Only isolated examples of accurate

® Rarely offers complete sentences. language.

® No rewardable language. 0 ® No rewardable language. 0




