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Overview of assessment 
 

* You will sit a writing test in May or June 

* Students will be expected to demonstrate an ability to use the language for different 
purposes and in different settings, although these can relate to the same theme. The 

examination features two tasks. 
 

Section 1: Short writing (30-70 words).  In this section you will have a choice of 4 

questions.  You choose and answer ONE question only.   
 

Section 2: Long writing (120 -150 words). In this section you will have a choice of 4 
questions.  You choose and answer ONE question only.   

* Time: One hour.  
 

Mark scheme and success criteria: Section 1 
Communications and content  

 

 

Knowledge and application of language 

 

Accuracy  
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Section A: Short writing (30-70 words) in Arabic.                                                 (20 marks) 
 

(c)Write an email in Arabic to an Arabic-speaking friend about an unforgettable family 

holiday  

This should include:   

The places you visited and the things you did 

What made this holiday memorable 
 

Note: Your answer will mostly be written in the past tense. You might also use the future tense and the 

present tense to write about places you intend to visit in the future as this will help you achieve more marks.  

You must respond to the two bullet points in your answer.  

Suggestions:   
Say where you went, with whom and how you got there.  

Also mention the places you visited (places in town)  

Say what you did (I went to the cinema etc...) 

Give opinions with reasons  

Use generic language (time phrases, connectives, intensifiers, adjectives, opinions etc...) 

Possible answer:  

Dear Maryam,  

Last summer holiday I went to the city of Paris in France with my family. The city of Paris is very nice 

and historical city, in it there are big gardens and beautiful and smart clothes shops 

In the city of Paris we visited historical monuments and we visited also Eiffel Tower, it  

was beautiful and very enjoyable.  On the first day I went to the city centre to shop.   

I bought different presents for my friends and family. Whereas my brother went to the museum with  

my sister.  

In the evening I went to the cinema to watch a French film with my dad and sister, the film was very  

interesting. After that we went to a French restaurant, I like French food because it is very tasty.  

I enjoyed the holiday because it was enjoyable and beneficial because I spent good times there and  

Learned a lot about French civilization.       Your dear friend Salma 
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I played 

I practiced  

Verbs 

I watched 

           
I was interested in 

  
With 

        

        

     

     
     

     

     

    
                 

                

Drawing 

Chess 

Dancing 

Flute 
Horn

Music 

Cinema 

Guitar 

Art 

Theatre 

Board games 

parties

Photography Violin 

I  played on ...

Singing 

Radio 

Poetry 

Piano 

Nephew 

Niece 

My family

My parents

Grandson 

My friend 

Auntie (M)

Uncle (M)

Daughter of uncle (M)Son of auntie (M)

Daughter of uncle (P)Son of uncle (P)

I went to

I listened to

I read 

       

       

      

     

Reading Reading 

Shopping 

Films 
Sport 

Connectives:

        
     
then

After that and 

     
But 

/     
So 

    
also 

      

           

Yesterday 

Yesterday 

         

         

In the evening

In the morning

              

                    

               

               

                 

Last week

Last Thursday 

Last month 

Last year 

Last holiday

                        
Last autumn holiday

         

          

         

          

         

            

         

   

   

           
Whereas 

Past tense

 


